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of Joy
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and Sergey Kireyev

The centenary of Leo Tolstoy’s Yasnaya 
Polyana Museum-Estate has been cele-
brated by millions of people around the 
globe like a birthday of a good friend, and 
a few hundred of them were lucky enough 
to be there on the occasion.

‘The first century of the museum era’ 
would pass before the eyes of the guests 
that day, as an exhibition with a symbolic 
name opened in front of the Volkonskiy 
House. The open-air exhibition reflects the 
milestones of the museum’s century-old 
history, telling the history of the Tolstoy 
estate with faces, numbers, events and 
facts. Stylistically elaborate displays and 
art objects guided visitors on their way 
from the early days of the museum to its 
hundredth anniversary, telling about the 
famous guardians of Leo Tolstoy’s her-
itage and equally famous visitors to the 
estate.

Hundreds of new pictures featuring 
friends of Yasnaya Polyana were taken on 
the anniversary day in a special photo area 
with a 3D model of the number 100 creat-
ed for the celebration.

Needless to say, there are countless 
kind, faithful and reliable friends. Many of 
them paid visits to the estate that day to get 
a touch of the holiday and intake the air of 
Yasnaya Polyana.

On the centennial day, a time capsule 
was placed here, bearing a message to the 
year 2121, addressed to the future custo-
dians and guests of the museum. Before 
sealing the message, its author, Vladimir 
Tolstoy, read aloud the biggest wish of our 
contemporaries: may Yasnaya Polyana 

‘still belong to the entire Russian people’ in 
the 22nd century; may it stay faithful to 
its main purpose, which is to preserve the 
genuine, untouched world of one of the 
greatest writers and thinkers of all time.

The capsule with the message, with 
the seal of the Tolstoy family affixed, was 
secretly buried in the Stariy Zakaz forest 
after the festivities wrapped. It will spend 
the next hundred years in the parts where 
Leo Tolstoy once searched for the cher-
ished green stick.

Olga Lyubimova:
‘Before the pandemic, 

about 200,000 people vis-
ited this place yearly; now 
we know that life is grad-
ually returning to normal, 
despite all the difficulties 
we had to face. I would 

like to express my endless gratitude to the 
entire team that helped preserve this unique 
place in all its splendour, and especially to 
the Tolstoy family. Surely, Leo Nikolayev-
ich would be proud of his descendants!’

Aleksey Dyumin: 
‘This place, as well as 

the name of the man who 
lived and created his mas-
terpieces here, does not 
require presentation or pro-
motion. We are proud of 
our region and the gems it 

holds, and we understand perfectly well that 
Yasnaya Polyana is the treasure of more than 
one region. It is the treasure of our com-
mon history, culture and identity, which we 
should preserve, develop and pass on with 
care down the generations.’

Mikhail Shvydkoy:
‘There are places that are 

meant to be museums, and 
then there are places that 
are blessed to be museums. 
Leo Nikolayevich had his 
own brand of a relationship 
with heaven, but Yasnaya 

Polyana is definitely a blessed place, deter-
mined by heaven. There are very few such 
places in the world. Our identity, as well 
as the very understanding of what we the 
Russian people are, is impossible without 
Tolstoy. Thomas Mann wrote that there are 
great literatures — English, French, and 
Italian, and then there is Russian literature, 
a sacred one; by this, he meant above all 
what Tolstoy had written. How lucky we are 
today to be able to touch this genius in all 
his unattainable fullness!’

Sergey Stepashin:
‘I don’t even want to say 

the word «museum». This 
is a house. A house where 
almost everything has been 
preserved: not just the fur-
nishings, but most impor-
tantly, the spirit of Leo Ni-
kolayevich and Sofya Andreyevna. Tolstoy 
was not only a great writer, but a great vi-
sionary. There are many brilliant authors who 
write perfectly righteous books but are them-
selves essentially indecent people. Leo Niko-
layevich never had to overpower himself: he 
wrote exactly what he felt and thought. That 
is probably why people come here today 
from all over the world to touch his legacy.’

Aleksandr Sholokhov:
‘Back when the 150th an-

niversary of Leo Nikolayev-
ich’s birth was celebrated, 
a lot of opinions and eval-
uations were sounded, as it 
usually happens in such cas-
es; my grandfather, Mikhail 
Aleksandrovich Sholokhov, 
however, wrote nothing. People would ask 
him, «Why? Why won’t you speak about 
Tolstoy’s anniversary?» In his characteristic 
laconic, exhaustive manner he answered: 
«It’s difficult to speak. He is too big.» I am 
in a similar situation at the moment; Yasnaya 
Polyana is a pillar of the entire world’s muse-
um culture. Everybody looks up to this amaz-
ing team, where it is not even work or service 
for Katya and Volodya, but life. A wonderful 
tree they are, my dear Tolstoys!’

Salikhat Gamzatova:
‘On behalf of all Dages-

tanis who are very fond of 
Leo Tolstoy, I would like 
to express my gratitude to 
the museum and the peo-
ple who have preserved 
this magnetic place. We all 
know how circumstances 
and regimes have fluctuated over the past 
hundred years, but Yasnaya Polyana has re-
mained a constant center of spiritual power, 
inspiring people to think, to realise them-
selves, and to become better.’

Neighbour, 
Partner 
and Friend
On behalf of Boris Sokol, 
President of Shchekinoazot, 
the staff of the Yasnaya 
Polyana museum, led by the 
director Yekaterina Tolstaya, 
were congratulated by 
Dmitriy Kozhenkin, Deputy 
Director General for Social 
Affairs at Shchekinoazot.

‘Today, the staff of the museum-estate 
keeps the traditions of Yasnaya Polyana 
in a professional and responsible man-
ner and continues the activities started 
by Aleksandra Lvovna Tolstaya, the 
writer’s daughter and the first custodian 
of the museum,’ he emphasised. ‘Under 
the leadership of Yekaterina Tolstaya, 
Yasnaya Polyana remains an important 
cultural and educational centre of a glob-
al scale. Our company and Yasnaya Poly-
ana have outlined new joint plans to de-
velop the museum-estate and, therefore, 
the entire Tula region.’

Shchekinoazot and Yasnaya Polyana 
have been social partners for many years. 
The company’s employees have already 
planted over 10,000 trees in the ancient 
woods, and the programme to restore the 
memorial forest and preserve the histori-
cal landscape of the museum-estate con-
tinues.

In 2004, the administration of the 
Tula Region and the State Memorial 
and Natural Reserve ‘Yasnaya Polyana 
Leo Tolstoy Museum-Estate’ and 
Shchekinoazot conceived and signed 
the Yasnaya Polyana Agreement on 
joint activities for the benefit of the 
local lands and the entire Shchekino 
District.

On a centenary day, the company 
donated a Hyundai snowplough to the 
museum. It should make the work on 
the estate much easier in the wintertime. 
The vaults of the museum were comple-
mented by a gift from Shchekinoazot, a 
painting by Tula-based Valeriy Bocharov 
called ‘Yasnaya Polyana Pond. The 
Bathing Place of the Tolstoys.’

Also, in the run-up to the anniversary 
celebrations, Shchekinoazot repaved the 
paths in the Museum-Estate. Very soon, 
modern equipment will be delivered to 
the museum to improve the territory of 
the estate.
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